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Indirectly he gets into touch, with the mind of Matthew   CHAP.
Arnold. From the Athenaeum that writer, thenmost distinguished .   VIV  ,
in the subject, answers as an expert with an air:                      ^BT. 27-33.
MATTHEW ARNOLD TO RUSSELL MARTINEAU
June 21st 1867. . . . The American Schools do not interest me much,
because, as in this country the summum bonum is to be a lord or a
millionaire, in America the summum bonum is to be a millionaire and
culture cannot really make much way when that is the summum bonum.
The Prussian schools are so good because to be a servant is there as
much a summum bonum as to be a millionaire. Fraser has never seen the
continental schools. He is quite wrong when he says our inspected
schools are as good as the good primary schools anywhere. They are not
to compare with those of North Germany and Switzerland. But people
in general say not what is true but what they wish to be true.
Ironic homily upon culture and philistinism threw no light
on the gross problems of Birmingham. The more thoroughly
Chamberlain investigated at home the worse his discoveries. He
felt outraged by two inseparable scandals. One, physical de-
gradation as the cause of moral evils; the other, moral degrada-
tion as, in its turn, the cause of physical evils. Born and bred in
the filthy courts and alleys, or in the dingy tenements of the
longer streets, nearly half the children of the working class,
everywhere, ran wild; ragged, barefoot and begrimed; in a state
of decivilised barbarism sadder than savagery. Nurtured in dirt,
they were exposed to disease and too early acquainted with
depravity as with squalor. Numbers, sent prematurely to toil
before their frames were set, became stunted and malformed.
From these conditions, though so largely removed since, the
'urban race of Great Britain has never fully recovered. In face
of these things we were then the richest of commercial societies,
while relatively our provision for popular education was the
meanest known.
The new Society found that in Birmingham less than half the
children were in irregular attendance at school, while most of
the rest were street-arabs. And these things were what first
roused this young widower to become in his thirty-first year a
political combatant.